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Trade Perspectives and 
Requirements 

International 

Regional 

National 



International Trade-Changing the Focus and  
Adding More and More Stringent Requirements  
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Codex Principles of National Food 
Control System: Food Safety Indicators for 
Evaluation 

1 • Protection of Consumers 

2 • The Whole Food Chain Approach 

3 • Transparency 

4 • Roles and Responsibilities 

5 • Consistency and Impartiality 

6 • Risk based, Science based and Evidence based Decision Making 

7 • Cooperation and Coordination between Multiple Competent Authorities 

8 • Preventive Measures 

9 • Self Assessment and Review Procedures 

10 • Recognition of other Systems 

11 • Legal Foundation 

12 • Harmonization 

13 •  Resources 



Standards as Non tariff measures 



Non tariff measures 

 



Policy and Governance: Export of 
Food Products  
• Law of Land: Mandatory Certification 
• Certificate for Export (CFE) 
• MRA:MOU with Trade Partners (Competent Authority) 
• Health Certificate (HC) 
• Analysis Test Report (Demonstrating Compliance 
• Catch Certificate 
• National Residues  Control Program(NRCP) 
• Animal Disease Monitoring Control Program 

 



Food Control System of India 

National Food Control System 

 
Domestic + Imports 

 
Exports 

Food Safety & Standards Authority of India Export Inspection Council of India 



Use of Accreditation 

Official Control 
 

Inspection & Sampling  Testing  Certification  

Official Control & Conformity Assessment  

ISO:220
00 

ISO:1
7020 

ISO: 
17025, 
17043, 
17034 



Other Measures: Trade Restriction & 
Market Access 

• Origin of Country 
• Authenticity of Food 

 
• Rules of origin 
• Conformity Assessment 

 
 
 
 

• Unfair Trade Practice 
issue 

• Consumer Deceptive 
Practice 

• Trade Agreements 
• Private Standards 
 

 
 



Regulatory Compliance Issues                                                        
(Sampling + Analytical Challenges) 

Sampling 
1.Heterogeneity/Homogeneit
y 
2. Sample Transportation 
3. Sample Information 
4. Sample conditions on 
receipt 
5. Technical Competence of 
Sampler 
6. Accreditation 

Analysis 
1. Representative of Lot 
2. Sample Integrity 
3. Reporting of Results 
4. Fit for Purpose 
5. Fit for Analysis 
 
1. Regulatory Compliance 



Increasing Challenges for 
compliance  in export Trade 

• Compliance to standards of importing countries 
(Dynamic in Nature) 

• Changing regulatory requirements 
• Credible export certification system 
• Official Control  on Primary Production (Huge Numbers) 
• Maintaining Traceability 
• Capacity building (Infrastructure and human resources) 

 



Increasing Standards : Trade 
Restriction & Market Access 

• Default MRL (Antibiotics) 
• Detection below MRPL 

(Prohibited Antibiotics) 
• Stringent  Limit (Micro) 
• Stringent ML (Heavy Metal) 
• Dioxins & PCBs 
• Residual Radio Active Matter 
• Free from Viral Disease 

• Aquaculture Shrimps 
• Aquaculture Shrimps 

 
Sea Food 
• Sea Caught Material 
• Animal Feed/Guar Gum 
• Fisheries products 
 
• Aquaculture Shrimps Based 

on 
 
 



 Even System Equivalence Exist : Unwarranted Control Measures  
(Increased Frequency and Delisting of Units) 
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RASFF Complaints  for Fishery Products : Case study 
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Export (Quality Control & Inspection) Act, 1963 
EIC is a Competent Authority for Export Certification 

  

Tech Competent  for Q.C, Insp. & 
Certification 
Powers to obtain information from 

exporter 
Powers to enter and inspect 
Power to take legal Action 

Powers to search 
Powers to seize commodities / 

conveyances  
Delegation of powers 
Powers to make Rules 



• Monitoring Visits 

• Supervisory Visit  

• Corporate Audit  



Use of International standards by 
EIC 
Inspection : Required Accreditation as per ISO:17020 

(Inspection Agencies) 
 
Testing: Required Accreditation as per ISO: 17025 (Testing and 

Calibration Labs) 
 
Certification: Required Accredited Certification as per ISO: 

22000/HACCP, 9001, 14001 etc. (Industry) 



Recognition & Demand of Accreditation 

National Level International Level 

Commodity Boards, BIS, DCI 
Other  National Regulators 

TBT and SPS Agreements 

Trade Dispute Settlement 

Market Access (NTMs/NTBs) 



 
• Regulator                                                             Regulator cum Facilitator 

 
 



TRADE FACILITATION INITIATIVES OF EIC 

Digital platforms 

Infrastructure 
Development 

Strengthening 
technical competence  
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• EIA Mumbai, Chennai & 
Kolkata – PT provider as 
per ISO 17043 

• Assessment of labs 

• Identification of root 
cause 

• Monitoring of alerts 

• EIC/EIA 
• State A.H. 
• State Drug Authorities 
• Related stakeholders 

 
 

• Requirements of 
importing authorities 
 

• Creating a database 
on EIC website 

• Guidance documents 
Exporters Officials 

Laboratories 
Risk 

Analysis 



Putting your best face forward…. 

Science in Diplomacy: Important Role in Trade 
Facilitation 

. 



Export Inspection Council 
 

Thank you very much  
         for your attention 
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